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“1was in the sulon’s storage area one day. sitting on a big bag of her-
i, going through Kenneth's old press clippings,” says Kevin Lee,
the new creative director for Kenneth Salon at the Waldor=As10-
rut. " Kenneth walked mand sud, “That happened so long ago, Why P T
dorvou care?” His history 1sso rich, it shouldn’t be forgotten.” : :’UPPI ﬂlC.lL!F

It's no wonder that the legendary Kenneth Battelle, M, hascho- || 8 F‘l]l']tIF'*- Now we i
sen Lee, fashionably preppy. handsomely tanned, and remarkably '
modest (2iven his chosen profiession), as keeper of the Name. Bat-
telle—that’s Mr. Battelle 1o vou

has little interest in domg 1t him- liberation, and a fifteenvear working relationship with
self, He's part of a generation for
whom tooting one’s own horn is

e, Battelle
is passing the torch, slowly, allowing Lee. 39, 1o take on a younger
st of boldfeed names and secure his spot in hair history.

anathema. And alter tending to The unspoken lovalty among stylists and clients, along with a few
the likes of Jackic Kennedy, Mar- necdlepoint pillows sttched with sayings (MY LIFE 15 NOT WHAT |
ilvn Monroe, and Babe Paley, oth-
er accomplishments must not
seem worth tooting. Morcover,
he's too busy cutting hair four
days o week—always in i suitand
tie—to bother. But affer careful de-

HAD I D). and painted chests of drawers that serve as styling
stations, creates an intimate, exclusive atmosphere in the salon.
“They used 1o refer to the salon years ago as the Kenneth Club,”
sawvs Lee. ™ You come in, and people know who you are. They know
vour children, They knew vour mother. In alot of instances, there
can be generations of the same family in the salon.”

If your grandmother is under the drver next to you, the hip fac-
tor is bound 1o be low, The salon is definitely old school, but that's
eractly what's attracting a new, socially prominent generation 1o its
wellworn patina: Acnn Lauder, Tory Burch, Lauren duPont, Alexan-
dra Lind, and Julie Janklow are chients of Lee’s. So s Glona Van-
derhilt, “The younger people who come here don't need a trendy
hair factory to feel like they're fashionable,” says Lee. The pam-
pering atmosphere, including suede hassocks at the shampoo bar,
tea sandwiches served by attendants, and a coziness that's as rare in
MNew York as a backvard, docsn’t hurt, Customers” knowledge that
they're following in the footsteps of the preemingnt Amencan fash-
ton 1eons doesn’t hurt, either, “Actually, few women in this genera-
tion know what the name Kenneth really means,” savs Lee, "The
women Kenneth did, that whole carmiage trade, continues today,
But it's a different time. There will never be another Babe Paley.”

U the offchance thatan idol of Paley proportions does emerge,
you'll probably spot her slipping in the back door of the Waldord,
on her way 1o the Kenneth Club for & trim.—CHRISTINE SHEA
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